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A Bloody Nile
By Steve Rodeheaver
It has been said that San Diego, and Southern California
as a whole, is essentially a desert with an ocean next to it.
Take away the ocean and San Diego would have about as
much to offer as any other desert town. There would be
no ocean breeze to make the climate ideal throughout the
year - temperatures would be in the 90s but with no beach
within thirty minutes. There would be no cause for the
Navy to be here, for Sea World to be here, or for
vacationers and conventioneers to come. Remove the
ocean from San Diego and all of a sudden housing would
be affordable. San Diego would simply be one more dot
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Upcoming Events
March 8th through March 12th
Missions Convention
March 10th 11:00 AM
Seniors Luncheon
March 11th 9:00 AM
TBQ Finals Harvest Church
March 16th-19th
Girls Ministries Powette
March 24th-25th
Womens Ministries Stronger Conference
March 25th at 9:00 AM
New Life Center for Family Preservation
Work Day
March 26th Both AM Services

on the map to someplace else. Take away the ocean and Pastor Conley's Birthday Offering
the life of San Diego would dry up in a heart-beat. San
Diego is not built next to the ocean, but on the ocean.

BGMC MARCH MADNESS

Just as San Diego is a desert with an ocean next to it, so
Egypt is a desert with a river running through it - the Nile.
Remove the Nile from Egypt and all of Egypt is a barren
wasteland. The Nile was the foundation of Egyptian
civilization. Their agriculture and economy depended
upon the Nile. It was not just a source of water and fish,
but also of good soil. The Nile is the longest river in the
world (4,145 miles from its remotest headstream in Month of March in Kids Church
Burundi, Africa). Its major source is Lake Victoria in east
central Africa, from where it flows a distance of 3,470
During this month we will have
miles through Uganda, Sudan, and Egypt before emptying fun ways to engage your kids in
into the Mediterranean Sea.

BGMC and compassion for the
lost. We will take up BGMC
Our concern is with the last 600 miles, which is the Nile
offerings every Sunday during
basin in Egypt. This basin would flood annually during
the late summer or fall. Before entering Egypt the Nile March as well as fun competition.
passed through the Ethiopian highlands. Here it would
pick up sediment. During the annual flood of the Nile, this
sediment would be deposited in the Egyptian basin/delta.
Missions Convention
This annual deposit of fresh sediment is what kept the
Egyptian soil so fertile, enabling Egypt to supply much of
the Mediterranean world with grain. This explains why the
Israelites would always go to Egypt whenever there was a
famine/drought in the land. Thus, the Nile not only
provided Egypt with the water so necessary for life and
agriculture in the desert, but also rich nutrients for their Wednesday, March 8th through
soil, making their land extremely productive. In short, the
Sunday, March 12th
Nile was the life-line of Egypt.
Now we are ready for Exodus 7:14-24. This is the first We are gearing up for our 2017
mighty act of judgment (out of ten) that Yahweh delivers
Missions Convention. This year
upon Pharaoh and Egypt with the purpose that Israel,
Egypt, and Pharaoh might know that (1) Yahweh is the our guest Missionary will be Sam
One who Is (and Pharaoh is no longer), (2) that "Thus Farina. This will be the time that
says Yahweh" is the determining word of reality (and not
we will be setting our Faith
"Thus says Pharaoh") and (3) that Israel and their
Promises for 2017. We will be
worship/service/labor belong to Yahweh (and not to having our Missions Banquet on
Pharaoh). Mighty act of judgment number one: the Nile is
Sunday, March 12th at 6 PM. If
turned to blood.
Yahweh tells Moses to go to an unyielding Pharaoh and
to announce, "By this you will know that I am Yahweh:
With the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of
the Nile, and it will be changed into blood. The fish in the
Nile will die, and the river will stink; the Egyptians will not
be able to drink its water." Yahweh/Moses strikes the
Nile, it turns to blood, the fish die, and the river stinks so
bad that the people are unable to drink its water.
Further, Yahweh tells Moses to tell Aaron to stretch out
his staff over all the waters of Egypt, from canals to

you are interested in hosting a
table at the Missions Banquet
please contact Jerm or Deborah
Day-Storms at
deborahtoler@hotmail.com

Seniors Luncheon

buckets, to change this water to blood as well. Aaron
performs the task so that "blood was everywhere in
Egypt." Before Aaron could get to all the potted water,
the Egyptian magicians demonstrated that they too could
turn water into blood. Interestingly, they can only imitate
Aaron. They either made no effort or had no success at
reversing this Yahweh-driven transformation of water to
blood. But Pharaoh's heart was hard. He simply turned
his back on the whole matter and went inside his palace, Friday, March 10th at 11:00 AM
leaving the Egyptians to search and dig along the banks of
the Nile for some drinkable water.
All of our Senior Adults are
Was the Nile really turned into real blood? Some folks
invited to attend this months
who are bent on proving that the miracles did happen take
"blood" as a reference to the color of the river.
luncheon here at the church.
Yahweh/Moses turned the river red. They go on to point Please bring a covered dish, come
out that this really could happen because at the annual
and enjoy this great time of
flood stage when the river carried the silt from the
fellowship. For more information
Ethiopian highlands the water turned red. For these people
please contact Fred or Nora
the miracle is the timing. But this does not take the text or
Connell at
the event seriously enough. First, the text does not say
connellfred@yahoo.com
that the river became as blood. In Hebrew, that could have
been accomplished by prefixing merely one letter to
"blood." In any case, the annual flood did not kill all the
fish or make the water undrinkable. The color changed to
Teen Bible Quiz Finals
red, but it did not bring these effects.
Taking the text seriously, God turned the Nile into blood.
But taking the text equally seriously, notice that the reason
the people could not drink the water of the Nile was
because of its stench from all the dead fish (7:21). They
could not drink it not because it was blood, but because
of its smell. So was it water or was it blood? My
answer: It was death. Instead of being a source of life, the
river had been changed into a source of death. All the fish
died. The river reeked like death. More, what is blood to
your body? Life. But what is blood that is flowing out of Saturday, March 11th at 9:00 AM
the body, spilt blood, or a river/field of blood? Death.
Yahweh changed the Nile from a river of life into a river
This Saturday, March 11th,
of death.
Harvest will be hosting the TBQ
Ironically, God was not the first to change the Nile into a
river of death. Pharaoh himself already turned the Nile
into a blood river when he ordered the Hebrew baby boys
to be thrown into it. Yahweh was just showing it for what
it was, or rather, for what Pharaoh's word had made it.
In changing the Nile into blood, into a river of death,
Yahweh is making a statement about the source of life.
Pharaoh and Egypt all looked to the Nile as their source
of life. And as noted, they were quite right to do so - but
not at an ultimate level. Yahweh, in making the Nile a river
of death, is asserting that Yahweh is the ultimate source of
life. Yahweh controls the Nile, the Egyptian life source,
and therefore is the source of life.

Finals at our Church. If you are
interested in helping with this
event please contact Chuck or
Lisa Jones.

Girls Ministries Powette

This is all the more significant because the Egyptians
deified the Nile, worshiping it as a god and identifying
particular gods with it (Hapi and Osiris to name two).
Through the worship and placating of these gods the
Egyptians believed they could insure the coming of the
much needed annual flood. The Nile-to-blood judgment
dethrones these Egyptian gods as lord of the Nile and
demonstrates that Yahweh is the Master of the Nile.
Pharaoh and Egypt cannot control Yahweh (neither can
Israel). God's will shall be done, even with the Nile.
Yahweh rules the Nile. Yahweh is the source of life.
Yahweh can turn lesser sources to death with a word and
an outstretched hand - if that's what it takes to demonstrate
that "He Is" and everything else is comparatively not.

March 16th-March 19th
If you have a daughter that will be
attending Powette, please make sure that
all of her forms are turned in before she
leaves. The bus will be pulling out at 5:00
p.m. on Thursday, March 16th. Please
make sure that your daughter has eaten
dinner as dinner will not be provided
that night.
Location: Camp Wilderness-Ft. Meade
Who's Going: Stars, Friends and Girls
Only

I can't escape the picture of Egyptians digging alongside
the Nile, frantically searching for drinkable water now that
their source of life has been turned into death. Why didn't
they go to Moses? Why didn't they beseech Yahweh?
Why did they keep digging by a river of death? Yeah, it
used to be life, but now it was clearly death. Why did
they keep digging there?

Note: This is an outdoor camping event,
girls will be sleeping in tents.

I think of people who dig for life where there is no
authentic life. Golfer John Daly comes to mind. He had a
bright career but his alcoholism cost him his wife, his
name, endorsements, and no doubt much of his game. He
entered a rehabilitation program and was making a
comeback on life. He even had a sponsor on the PGA
tour. But after a while he decided that life wasn't worth
living sober - too much of a battle and he could not enjoy
himself. He left the program and went back to his
addictions, boasting about how much he was enjoying
himself. How sad. He continues to dig where there is
only death polluted water.

THE BEST EVENT OF THE YEAR
DO NOT MISS OUT!!

While the Nile is not evil in and of itself, it still is not the
ultimate source of life. The question is, are we basing our
lives on secondary sources or the Ultimate? Are we
worshiping these secondary sources or the Ultimate?
Where are we digging?
Devotion by Steve Rodeheaver

Pastor Conley's Birthday Offereing

Activities Available: Tubing (weather
permitted), water slide, zip line,
paintball, water wars, archery, air soft,
obstacle course and lots more

If you have any questions please see your
daughter's sponsor or see Caryn
Harrison or Krystal Elliott

Stronger Conference

March 24th and 25th
If you are a woman in ministry then this
conference is for you. Stronger will be
held at Calvary Church in Winter Park.
The cost is $65 to register plus hotel and
food. For more information please
contact Judi Cotignola.

New Life Center for Family

Preservation

Saturday, March 25th
Sunday, March 26th Both AM Services
We will be celebrating Pastor Conley's
birthday by taking up a special offering for
him in both of the morning services. Please
pray about how your family can bless our
Pastor for his birthday.

New Harvest Giving App
For IOS and Android Phones
We are happy to announce that we have a
quick and secure tool that is available to us
now for Giving. All you need to do is go to
your App store on your phone and type in
Harvest Assembly of God Lakeland, and
download it for free right to your smart
phone.

Special Needs Service
We currently have an incredible ministry to
people with Special Needs. If you or
someone you know would love to have a
place that their loved ones can be
ministered to, then this is the place. It will
be during the 11 am service each Sunday in
the Main Building classrooms. If you are
interested in being a part of this great team
please contact Matthew Espina at
matt2cor317@gmail.com.

Saturday Night Church

The New Life Center for Family
Preservation is looking for some men
and women to do indoor and outdoor
repairs, cleaning and other general
maintenance tasks. They will begin at
9:00 AM and lunch will be provided.
Please sign up at the information desk if
you are available to Volunteer that day.

Quick Links
Facebook Page
Church Website:

Saturday Night Church is an incredible opportunity
for those that work on Sundays or are unable to
make Sunday services. There are a lot of
opportunities for you to serve in this ministry. If you
are interested in volunteering or have any questions
please contact Adam Conley at APConley@Seu.edu

Service Times
Saturday
7pm Adult Worship
7 pm Embrace Children's Church
Sunday
9 am Early Morning Worship
9 am Christian Education
11 am Mid Morning Worship
11 am Harvest Kids Church
11 am Special Needs Church
6 pm Evening Worship
6 pm Student Ministries
Wednesday
7 pm Adult Worship
7 pm Girls Ministries and Royal Rangers
We look forward to seeing you!
Harvest Assembly Of God

